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More Events

Welcome
 

to the 29th Oxford International Women’s Festival!

Winning the Vote: 
Women’s Suffrage 100 Years On 

The annual Oxford International Women’s Festival returns to present 
a diverse and exciting line-up of events across Oxford, from Saturday 
24 February to Sunday 11 March. 
 The Festival has always focused on Women’s International Day, 
8 March, the day when throughout the world, women celebrate 
women’s struggles for political, trade union and employment rights. It 
is therefore appropriate that in 2018 the Festival focuses on celebrating 
and reflecting on the 1918 Representation of the People’s Act 
(6 February) which enabled women householders and wives of male 
householders, over the age of 30 to vote in parliamentary elections for 
the first time. These elections took place on 14 December 1918 when 
women were also eligible to stand as MPs for the first time.  
 The Festival will focus on a variety of events which will celebrate 
the history of the national and local women’s suffrage movement 
which campaigned for over 50 years to achieve partial women’s 
suffrage. It will also provide a forum to reflect and debate what this 
major step, which enabled women to participate in parliamentary 
democracy, achieved and failed to achieve. 
 As usual the Festival is organised by local women representing a 
wide range of backgrounds and experiences. The organisers would like 
to thank you all for contributing to the Festival.
 We are always looking for new volunteers and would love to hear 
from you if you have any suggestions for next year’s programme which 
will be our 30th anniversary! To find out more and get involved, please 
contact the Festival Coordinator, Debbie Hollingsworth, by emailing: 
oxfordwomen@gmail.com.
 To ensure that you receive the most up to date information on 
all of the events included in this programme, please see the Festival 
website: oxfordinternationalwomensfestival.co.uk/  
 This website will be updated throughout the Festival and will 
include details of even more amazing  events for you to enjoy.

Debbie Hollingsworth, 
Tracy Walsh, Katherine Bradley and 

the Oxford International Women’s Festival Committee
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‘If you would like 
to know something 
about what’s actually 
going on, rather than 
what people would 
like you to think was 
going on, then read 
the NI!’

Emma Thompson
With grateful thanks to Katherine Bradley and…
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Winning the Vote:
Women’s Suffrage 

100 Years On!

This Way To 
The Events

Saturday 24th February, 10–4pm 
Bloomers and Bicycles
Venue: Modern Art Oxford, Pembroke Street, 
Oxford OX1 1BP. Free/All welcome/wheelchair 
access. Freewheeling workshop to make Suffragette 

Bloomers & Saddle Covers. Bloomers signified freedom for women at a time when 
their clothing was specifically designed to restrict their movements. We wish to honour 
the campaigners for Suffrage who enabled us to enjoy those freedoms. Lead Artist: 
Nicola Donovan. booking recommended. Contact: Miff Crockford 07779265249 
| outreach@cowleyroadworks.org | www.cowleyroadworks.co.uk

Saturday 24th February, 3–5pm
Discover Mindfulness – 
Free Taster Session
Venue: St Alban’s Church Hall, corner of Catherine St 

& Charles St, OX3 3AH. Free/All welcome/wheelchair access. Ready to take 
a deep breath and give mindfulness a go? Offering practical tools for coping 
with stress, pain, and the general ups and downs of life, this free taster session 
will explore key ideas, practices and benefits of the Breathworks approach to 
mindfulness. booking essential. Contact: Sally at info@mindfulnessinoxford.
com | www.mindfulnessinoxford.com

Sunday 25th February, 10am–4pm
Make your own Suffragette Sash
Venue: South Oxford Community Centre, Lake Street, 
OX1 4RP. All welcome/wheelchair access/Toy corner for 
children/Cost £5.00 (includes materials)/Tea, coffee & 
biscuits. Drop in to a friendly workshop for 1.5/2 hours and 
make your own suffragette sash in ‘Give Women the Vote’ colours 
of green, white and violet. Fabric pieces pre-cut, all equipment 

provided, lots of helpful instruction. booking recommended. Contact: Christine 
Eady 01865 245 793 | Christine.eadywat@gmail.com by Friday 23 February.

Sunday February 25th, 2–4pm
Women’s suffrage and what it means to you
Venue: South Oxford Community Centre, Lake Street, OX1 4RP. All welcome/
wheelchair access. Cost of admission: donations for the Festival. If you have any 
suffrage memorabilia and/or stories about family members who were involved in 
the suffrage campaign, then please come and share these and learn more about the 
women’s suffrage movement. booking essential. Contact: Dr Katherine Bradley 
01865 724371. Email k.h.bradley@open.ac.uk | Closing date: Friday 23 February.

WedneSday 28th February, 6.30–8.30pm
Make More Noise! Suffragettes in Silent Film
Venue: Ultimate Picture Palace, Jeune Street, Cowley, OX4 1BN. 
Wheelchair access. £9.50 adults, £8.50 seniors, £8 students/

claimants. A selection of BFI Archive silent films showing how suffragettes were 
portrayed on the cinema screen while their battles were still being waged on the 
streets outside. A fascinating compilation of short films combining newsreels and 
documentaries with early comedies, plus post-screening discussion with Dr Katherine 
Bradley, historian, co-founder of OWIF and member of OWIF Committee; Debbie 
Hollingsworth, trade union and women’s activist; Chair of OIWF Katherine Connelly, 
author of ‘Sylvia Pankhurst: Suffragette, Socialist and Scourge of the Empire’ and 
Tracy Walsh (Chair), Programme Co-ordinator OIWF. booking recommended. 
Contact: Tom Jowett 01865 245288 | INFO@UPPCINEMA.COM | http://www.
uppcinema.com

                                                 WedneSday 28th February, 7–9pm
Talk: From Heart to Empowerment – 
how Biodynamic Body Psychotherapy can help you bring 
your passion into life and your dreams into the world

Venue: Ekgenesis Centre for Psychotherapy and Wellbeing, 2a Temple Court, 107 
Oxford Road, OX4 2ER. Wheelchair access but no disabled toilet/All welcome/
Refreshments provided. Cost £7, concessions £5. Biodynamic Body Psychotherapy 
was pioneered by Gerda Boyesen (1922–2005) – a psychotherapist who developed 
a compassionate body and energy approach to helping people fulfil their human 
potential. She created an intelligent and liberating contribution to psychotherapy for all 
in a largely male dominated professional milieu in the mid-20th century. Julie Jenner 
UKCP CIT is a Biodynamic Body Psychotherapist, she will explore how this approach can 
help you connect with your heart and find out how empowerment feels in your body. 
In this way you can bring your hopes and dreams into being in the world, through 
your heart connection to your power and the experience of empowerment of yourself 
and others. booking recommended. Contact: Julie Jenner 07947-279843 | info@
ekgenesiscentre-oxford.com | www.ekgenesiscentre-oxford.com

thurSday 1st MarCh, 2–4pm
Women on the March – A Suffrage Walk around Oxford 
City Centre
Venue: Meet inside Oxford 
Town Hall, St Aldates. 
Wheelchair access in the Town 
Hall but not on the walk/All 
welcome. Cost of admission £8 
and £4 concessions. All money 
will go to the Festival. 
This popular walk retraces some of the history of the women suffrage activists in 
Oxford. It is a gentle guided walk by women’s historian, Dr Katherine Bradley, author 
of the illustrated booklet, ‘Women on the March’. booking recommended as 
maximum numbers are 20 people. Contact: Dr Katherine Bradley 01865 724371 
| k.h.bradley@open.ac.uk

Friday 2nd MarCh, 1–3pm
Exploring the Menopause past and present: 
Taking the lid of the last taboo
Venue: Risinghurst Community Centre, Kiln Lane, Risinghurst, OX3 8ER. 
Wheelchair access/Women only. Minimal donation £5 to cover costs. 
Refreshments provided. The ‘change’, ‘the time of life’ – call it what you will, the 
fact is that all women go through the menopause. Yet, it is often still a subject of 
embarrassment and myths. Join other women to learn and share experiences of what 
the menopause means for women today and what, if anything has changed over the 
last 100 years. Facilitators Jayne Wright & Bev Gurney. booking recommended. 
Contact: jayne@oxfordcounselling.org

Saturday 3rd MarCh, 1.30–3.30pm
Exploring the Menopause past and present: 
Taking the lid of the last taboo
Venue: Risinghurst Community Centre, Kiln Lane, Risinghurst, OX3 8ER. 
Wheelchair access/Women only. Minimal donation £5 to cover costs. 
Refreshments provided. The ‘change’, ‘the time of life’ – call it what you will, the 
fact is that all women go through the menopause. Yet, it is often still a subject of 
embarrassment and myths. Join other women to learn and share experiences of what 
the menopause means for women today and what, if anything has changed over the 
last 100 years. Facilitators Jayne Wright & Bev Gurney. Booking recommended. 
Contact: jayne@oxfordcounselling.org

Saturday 3rd MarCh, 2–4pm
Women, War and Suffrage
Venue: Main Meeting Room, Friends 
Meeting House, 43 St Giles, OX1 3LW. 

Wheelchair access/All welcome. No admission charge but donations 
appreciated. A selection of women’s poetry and prose from World War I and 
other areas of armed conflict. Followed by a discussion on the links between 
war and suffrage. Freedom From Torture, Oxfordshire Members Group. 
Contact: freedomfromtortureoxford@hotmail.com 

EvENTS

www.oxfordinternationalwomensfestival.co.uk/

• Talks • Discussion • Films 
• Community Events 

• Sash-making • Walks • Music 
and much more!




